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May 17, 1873
A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps in which he expresses his
disagreement for the apparent support of the Union School, as action
he deems dangerous to the support of Hope College. "This Christian
Community is rightly served on their dearest interest to become an
appendix only to a political caucus....As long as people dance around
the school-board you can do nothing with them."
Original in the Archives of Hope College.

88
Holland, Mich
May 17, 1873
Rev. Dr. Phelps
Dear Brother:
I was too sickly too miserable to wrtie. Excuse me for writing only
a few words. Hope College has been wavering and has lost golden opportunities. The
Holland Churches have sacrificed principle and high calling for money and case. Pride
and opposition did try to overshadow Hope College by a superficial show with a Union
School at the expense of the children of the laboring multitude especially of the
young. By all this we have lost educational influence and commanding respectability.
Not to say anything about the disastrous consequences upon the young. How difficult
to recover lost ground.
This Christian Community is rightly served on their dearest interest to become
an appendix only to a political caucus. The Christian education, which refinement seeks
in the inculcation of the fifth commandment, covered with the blood of Christ that
foundation for family and society, and the imparting of Christian historical knowledge,
is sought at the hand of the public. Then it will be found that everywhere the leaven
is at work which leads to the Commune of Paris. This exoneration of the Church is
a verying of the intrusted talents, and God will take away justly, the respectability
in the Community, the influence in the education, the hearts of the young, etc.
As long as the people dance around the school-board you can do nothing with them.
The hard times are against any effort. Nothing is left then to go on with the means
on hand; and to make the present effort to Hope College as trustworthy as possible. To
clothe the Union School with the dignity of the Church helps on the deception. The
defending of the right of the Community according law does not deny our dear Christian
citizen's duty toward the necessary public school.
My judgment may in my prostrated and desponding state be too gloomy. Yet I fear
that the Church will not recover her field nor will take the lead in education. She
will not show the wanted high. mark in education, even not the great want of female

88. (condl t)
education for this peculiar community will not be reached but female education will be
for the few the rich. My hopes and wishes have been aircastles.
In connection with the note-book I can only inform you that the classes, as I
ascertain, have passed resolutions, by which they did entrust the watching or the
forwarding of the Ebenezer memorial to the Schoolboard.
Excuse my abrupt writing. My situation forbids mental labor.
May the Lord give you the consolation and the strength of prayer in faith.
Yours truly
A.C. Van Raalte
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Jlolland Mioi.
May 19/187Z
Hevd Dr Phelps
Boar Brother..
was too sickly too miserable to write:
excuse me for writing onl y' few words.- Hope College has been wavering
anti has lost golden opportunities: The Holland Churches have sacrificed principle end high ceiling for money and ease: Pride and opposition did try to overshadow hope College by a - superficial show with
a Union School at the expense of the ohildre(f of the laboring multitude especially of th e young.- By all this we have lost educational influence and calm:landing respectability; not to say anything about
the disastrous consequences upon the young. Mow difficult to rewover
lust ground.
•
This Christian Community is rightly served on their dearest intrest to become an appendix only to a political caucus. The
Christian Cducation,which refinement seeks in the inculcation of
the fifth comaandementoovered with the blood of Chriat,that foundation for famely end eocietys and the impartinkif Christian historical
knowledge, is sought at the hand of the public: then it will be
found that every where the leaven ie at work which lends to the
)-5-0onaune of it'aris. This exoneration of the Church is a berying OX the
intrusted talents,and God will take away justly,the respectability
In the Conounity,the influence In the education, the hearts of the
young etc.
As long as the people danoe around the school-board you OM 7C
do nothinti, with them:-the hard times are against fly effort: - Nothing
is left then to go on with the means on hond end to make the present
effort of Hope College as trustworthy as possible:- To clothe the
Union School with the dignity of the Church helps on the deception:The defending of the right of the Community according law does not
deny our dear Christian oiticen's duty toward the necessary public
school.
may
LW judgementA in my prostrated and desponding state be too
gloomy: yet I fear that the Church will not recover her field nor
will take the lead in education: She will not sohow the wanted high
mark in educationoven not the great want of femaleducation for
this peculiar community will not be reached but female education
will be for the few the rich: my hopes and wishes have been aircasties.
In connection with the note-book 1 (inn only inform you: that
the classes, as 1 ascertainehave passed resolutions,by which they
did entrust the watching or the forward] ne of the Ilenezer memorial
to the Schoolboard.
Excuse my ebrupt writing: fly situation forbids mental
labor.
May the Lord give you the conaolation. end the strenght
of prayer in faith.Yours truly
A C Van Ha. lte

73-05-17

[G588]
Holland Mich.
May 17 /1873

Revd Dr Phelps.
Dear Brother
I was too sickly too miserable to write: excuse me for
writing only [a] few words.' —Hope College has been wavering and has lost golden
opportunities: The Holland Churches have sacrificed principle and high calling for
money and ease: Pride and opposition did try to overshadow Hope College by a
superficial show with a Union School at the expense of the children of the laboring
multitude especially of the young. — By all this we have lost educational influence and
commanding respectability; not to say any thing about the disastrous consequences upon
the young. How difficult to recover lost ground.2

' Van Raalte certainly was not feeling well when he wrote this letter to Phelps who was possibly the best
friend he had. But Van Raalte's ill health was not an excuse for his tirade against Phelps in this letter.
2 The difficulty of determining exactly what Van Raalte was so angry about is the paucity of
documentation. The minutes of the Executive Committee of the Council of Hope College and the council
minutes gave no mention of the possible issue about which Van Raalte is so exercised. Only one minute in
the Minutes of the Classis of Holland may indicate something about the issue. It reads: It was decided that
the school board will temporarily control the Ebenezer Fund. Minutes of the Special Session of the Classis
of Holland, April 15, 1873, Article 12. Van Raalte's ire may be directed against this decision of the classis
although his successor at Pillar Church, Rev. Roelof Pieters, and the pastor of the Third Reformed Church,
Rev. Hendrick Uitenvyk, voted for this action. Van Raalte and Phelps were not at this session. The
question that is difficult to solve revolves around the dentition of the "school board." Was this the school
board of the newly re-organized Union School that Van Raalte refers to or the board that was administering
the Ebenezer fund? If it was the latter group, why was Van Raalte so exercised unless this action by the
Classis removed Van Raalte and Phelps from the complete control of the Ebenezer Fund to sharing control
with the so-called school board. E. William Kennedy, in his unpublished annotations of the minutes of the
Holland Classis claims that the school board is the board of the classis. This school board was in essence
the education committee of the Classis of Holland. If it was the school board of the public school, did Van
Raalte anticipate that his dream of Christian education for all levels was diminishing and in the process
being lost? Van Raalte may yet had harbored hopes of establishing a Christian school with the help of the
Ebenezer monies even though the school he had founded at Pillar Church existed only from 1857-1862.
See a discussion of this issue in "Dr. A. C. Van Raalte mid the Parochial School," by Albertus Pieters in
The Church Herald, 18 July 1947, 14. Did Van Raalte in view of the recent events concenring the school
board of the public school realize that his influence and power was diminishing in the community?
Another factor may be entering the discussion at this time was a claim published in De Wachter, a
publication of the Christian Reformed Church. The editor of the Holland City News took the editor of that
publication to task for saying that "Some persons speak with a great deal of pride about the American
School System. We don't. To the contrary, we pity our children, who in times of general material
development are so unfortunate as to be kept ignorant of the first essential sciences. The Union Schools are
truly a plague for Reformed parents. They are sinful to them, and still they must pay for it. But why don't
the Hollanders, in unison, join hands for the erection of Reformed Schools like our Mother Church in the
Netherlands?" Van Raalte would have been stung by this statement because lie tried and failed to fulfill the
vision of the Separatists who migrated to America that the church would establish a system of Christian day
schools.

This Christian Community is rightly served to become on their dearest interest an
appendix only to a political caucus. If Christian education, which refinement seeks in the
inculcation of the fifth commandment, covered with the blood of Christ that foundation
for family and society, and the imparting of the Christian historical knowledge is sought
at the hand of the public: then it will be found that every where the leaven is at work
which leads to the Commune of Paris.3 This exoneration of the Church is a berying4 of
the intrusted talents: and God will take away justly, the respectability in the Community,
the influence in the education, the hearts of the young, etc.
As long as the people dance around the school-board, you can do nothing with them: the hard times are against any effort:5 Nothing is left then to go on with the means on
hand; and to make the present effort to Hope College as trustworthy as possible: - To
clothe the Union School with the dignity of the Church helps on the deceptions: - The
defending of the right of the Community according [to] law does not deny our dear
Christian citizen's duty towards the necessary public school.
My judgement may in my prostrated and desponding State be too gloomy: yet I fear
that the Church will not recover her field nor will take the lead in education: she will not
schow the wanted high mark in educating, even not the great want of female education
for this peculiar community will be reached but female education6 will be for the few the
rich. My hopes and wishes have been aircastles.In connection with the note book I can only inform you: that the classes,7 as I
ascertain, have passed resolutions, by which they did entrust the watching or the
forwarding of the Ebenezer memorial to the Schoolboard.—
Excuse my abrupt writing. My situation forbids mental labor.
May the Lord give you the consolation and the strength of prayer in faith.

The Conunune of Paris, spring, 1871, was a "worker's insurrection whose red banners hinted at worker's
revolutions to come in the early 20th century some 46 years later." Norman Barth, Paris Kiosque, May
2001, v. 8, no. 5. Knowing something about the Paris Commune indicated that Van Raalte stayed abreast
of the news in Europe. He always subscribed to several American publications that kept him current on
news of the United States.
4 Here is another example of Van Raalte's difficulty with spelling. The word is 'burying,' of course.
5 The financial reverberations of the Panic of 1873 were also, of course, being felt in the Holland area. S.
L. Morris, editor of the Holland City News, on Saturday, 1 February 1873 published a long editorial,
entitled, "Hard Times." The editorial began with this sentence: As the pressure of hard times becomes
more a matter of fact, through a continued stringency of the circulating medium, and, as impending ruin I
staring many a business man in the face, it becomes us to inquire relative to the cause, or causes which are
producing such results. Exorbitant freight costs were one factor due to the "monopolies of the railroad
companies" who are very greedy.
6 Van Raalte may have been unduly pessimistic in this statement. Collegiate education at Hope College
was opened to women hi 1878. Phelps's daughter, Frances, was one of the first four women enrolled at
Hope College that year. Wichers, A Century offlope, 89.
7 Not only did the Classis of Holland approve of placing the control of the Ebenezer funds under the school
board or its education cbnunittee but the other classes did also.
3

yours truly
A C Van Raalte.

-
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Paris Commune (1871)
The Paris Commune, the first successful worker's revolution, existed from March 26
to May 30, 1871.
Following the defeat of France (ruled at the time by Louis Bonaparte) in the FrancoPrussian war in 1871, the Government of National Defense concluded the war with the
Germans on harsh terms — namely the occupation of Paris, which had heroically
withstood a six months siege by the German armies.
Paris workers reacted angrily to German occupation, and refused to cooperate with
the German soldiers; being so bold as to limit the area of German occupation to only a
few parks in a small corner of the city, and keeping a very watchful eye over the
German soldiers to ensure that they not cross those boundaries. On March 18, the new
French government, led by fliers, having gained the permission of Germany, sent its
army into Paris to capture the military arms within the city to insure that the Paris
workers would not be armed and resist the Germans. The Paris workers peacefully
refused to allow the French Army to capture the weapons, and as a result the French
Government of "National Defense" declared War on the city of Paris. On March 26,
1871, in a wave of popular support, a municipal council composed of workers and
soldiers — the Paris Commune— was elected. Throughout France support rapidly spread
to the workers of Paris, a wildfire which was quickly and brutally stamped out by the
government. The workers of Paris, however, would be another problem. Within Paris,
the first workers government was being created:
On March 26 the Paris Commune was elected and on March 28 it was proclaimed. The
Central Committee of the National Guard, which up to then had carried on the government,
handed in its resignation to the National Guard, after it had first decreed the abolition of the
scandalous Paris "Morality Police". On March 30 the Commune abolished conscription and
the standing army, and declared that the National Guard, in which all citizens capable of
bearing arms were to be enrolled, was to be the sole armed force. It remitted all payments
of rent for dwelling houses from October 1870 until April, the amounts already paid to be

http://www.marxists.org/glossary/orgs/p/a.htm
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reckoned to a fiiture rental period, and stopped all sales of article pledged in the
municipal pawnshops. On the same day the foreigners elected to the Commune were
confirmed in office, because "the flag of the Commune is the flag of the World Republic".
On April 1 it was decided that the highest salary received by any employee of the
Commune, and therefore also by its members themselves, might not exceed 6,000 francs.
On the following day the Commune decreed the separation of the Church from the State,
and the abolition of all state payments for religious purposes as well as the transformation
of all Church property into national property; as a result of which, on April 8, a decree
excluding from the schools all religious symbols, pictures, dogmas, prayers — in a word,
"all that belongs to the sphere of the individual's conscience" — was ordered to be excluded
from the schools, and this decree was gradually applied. On the 5th, day after day, in reply
to the shooting of the Commune's fighters captured by the Versailles troops, a decree was
issued for imprisonment of hostages, but it was never carried into effect. On the 6th, the
guillotine was brought out by the 137th battalion of the National guard, and publicly burnt,
amid great popular rejoicing. On the 12th, the Commune decided that the Victory Column
on the Place Vendóme, which had been cast from guns captured by napoleon after the war
of 1809, should be demolished as a symbol of chauvinism and incitement to national
hatred. This decree was carried out on May 16. On April 16 the Commune ordered a
statistical tabulation of factories which had been closed down by the manufacturers, and the
working out of plans for the carrying on of these factories by workers formerly employed
in them, who were to be organized in co-operative societies, and also plans for the
organization of these co-operatives in one great union. On the 20th the Commune abolished
night work for bakers, and also the workers' registration cards, which since the Second
Empire had been run as a monopoly by police nominees — exploiters of the first rank; the
issuing of these registration cards was transferred to the mayors of the 20 arrondissements
of Paris. On April 30, the Commune ordered the closing of the pawnshops, on the ground
that they were a private exploitation of labor, and were in contradiction with the right of the
workers to their instruments of labor and to credit. On May 5 it ordered the demolition of
the Chapel of Atonement, which had been built in expiation of the execution of Louis XVI.
Frederick Engels
Introduction to The Civil Wei- in France

Less than three months after the Commune was elected, the city of Paris was attacked
by the strongest army the French government could muster. 30,000 unarmed workers
were massacred, shot by the thousands in the streets of Paris. Thousands more were
arrested and 7,000 were exiled forever from France.
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The Paris Commune of 1871
By Norman Barth
Paris Kiosque - May 2001 - Volume 8, Number 5
Copyright (c) May 2001 Norman Barth - used with permission

The stoty of the Paris Commune is an important, but complicated one. In
this short piece, I hope to communicate the grand lines of what happened,
using sources not too far removed from those events. In the 100 plus years
since the Commune, communism has both risen to greater heights, and
come crashing down. The Paris Commune of 1871 is a major part of
understanding what happened. - Norman Barth
Following a miserable defeat against the Prussians late in 1870,
Paris refused to accept the surrender negotiated by the head of the
national government Adolphe Thiers early the following year. After
all, it was the national government that had declared war on
Germany in July 1870. Full of confidence that the Prussians would
lose, France marched off to war only to find herself quickly on the
defensive after initial victories. All of this fanned the flames of
discontent with the national government, and Napoléon Ill, which
had already been strong before the war. The French army
defeated, the Prussians now on the outskirts of Paris laid siege to
the city. The ineffectual national government was in disaray. After
months of impotent attempts to break out, the French government
signed an armistice on 28 February 1871.
For the citizens of Paris it was all too much. On 18 March 1871, the
Commune of Paris was declared. Until 28 May 1871, the Commune
reigned in Paris - a worker's insurrection whose red banners hinted
at worker's revolutions to come in the early 20th century some 46
years later.

(b a i

Baedeker's Paris guide 13th edition, published 27 years, in 1898,
later summarized these events as follows:
The siege of Paris in 1870-71 ranks among the most
remarkable occurrences in the armals of modem warefare.
After the decisive battle of Sedan [near the border with
Belgium where Napoléon III capitulated to the Prussians]
the victorious German troops pushed forward to Paris
without delay, while the Government of the National
Defence made the most strenuous exertions to place the
capital in a state of defence. Cattle and grain were sent into
the city in immense quantities, the roads by which the
prussians would probably march were rendered impassable,
and the arming of the forst and the Enceinte [the ramparts
surrounding Paris] was proceeded with as rapidly as
possible. The troops in Paris at the beginning of the siege
numbered about 200,000 men, but of these only 60,000 or
70,000 were regular soldiers. The besieging force was
composed of six army-corps under the Crown Prince of
Prussia and the army of the Meuse under the Crown Prince
of Saxony, the full strength of which consisted of 202,000
infantry, 34,000 cavalry, and 900 guns.
By 15 September 1870, the advanced guard of the
Crown Prince's army was within 10 miles of Paris and
on the 17th a pontoon bridge was thrown across the
Seine at Villeneuve-St-George. After a short but
severe contest at Sceaux Versailles was reached,
and here a few days later, the German Headquarters
were established. Meanwhile the army of the Meuse
had occupied the ground on the right banks of the
Seine and Marne, thus completing the investiture. The
aim of the besiegers was the reduction of the city by
famine, while the only course of defence practicable
to the besieged was to pierce the investing lines and
establish communication with the relief army on the
Loire [where the French national government had fled
in advance of the German armies].

[Numerous sorties attempting to break out of Paris
were led between September and the end of
December - each ultimately repulsed]
In the meantime the besiegers had decided on a
general bombardment of the city ... and from 5
January 1871 onward an active cannonade was
directed against the city from almost every point of its
environment. The distress of the besieged now
reached its climax. The hopelessness of the situation
was recognized by all military authorities, but a final
sortie was undertaken in deference to public opinion.
The Naional Guards, who had hitherto been spared
active service, took part in this sally, which was
directed against Versailles, under cover of the guns of
Mont Valérien. The French were once more driven
back, with immense loss, on 19 January.
Resistence was now at an end. On 23 January, Jules
Favre went to Versailles to negotiate an armistice,
which was arranged on the 28th of January. The
following day the Germans were put in possession of
the forts. The preliminaries of peace were concluded
on 24 February and signed on 28 February. Part of
the German army made a triumphal entry into Paris
on 1 March, but was withdrawn in two days on the
prompt ratification of the treaty of peace by the
National Assembly at Bordeaux.
The Communard insurrection entailed a second siege
of Paris (April - May), more disastrous than the first,

;followed by a w fierce and sanguinary week of street-fighting. The
Tuileries Palace, Mel de Ville were burned, the Vendóme
Column overthrown and many other public and
private edifices more or less completely burned or
ruined.
Paris and Environs; Handbook for Travellers by Karl
Baedeker 13th ed. published 1898

The Tuileries Palace can be seen in this map of 1870. It encloses
the western side of the present day Louvre, connecting the Denon
and Richelieu wings. The Palace was burned in the closing days of
the Commune.
Having agreed to, and signed the peace accords with Germany, the
National Assembly now moved from Bordeaux to Versailles. The
Prussians contined to occupy northern France, and to surround
Paris. Within Paris however, the Connmunards remained defient.
What was left of the National Guard within the city, and their
cannons in particular, became part of the Commune. The National
Government at Versailles now attempted to restore order within
Paris. The first taste of how hard this would be came early on the
morning of 18 March when General Lecomte rode to Montmartre to
take control of cannon that had been placed there. As a crowd
gathered, the mayor of Montmartre, Georges Clemenceau, berated
Lecomte for daring to come for the cannon. The/9eering of the
crowd rose the temperature. Finally Lecomte gave orders to load
and fix bayonets. There was no response from his troops. Three
times he repeated the order. By now his soldiers were dropping
their arms, teaming of their uniforms, and fraternizing with the
crown. The situation degenerating into chaos, Lecomte and his

officers were taken by the rabble and put in an
improvised prison in a nearby dancehall [which one might suppose
was in/near Place Pigal].

The burned out hulk of the Tuileries Palace as it was after the
Commune. (Image used with permission, Northwestern University
Library; Special Collections, The Siege and Commune of Pads,
1870-1871).
Yet as things would have it the Commune could not resist the
military power of the better organized and provisioned soldiers of
the National Assembly in Versailles. The Prussians stood aside as
French soldiers marched on French defenders of the Commune.
The 600 barricades thrown up throughout the city could not hold
them off, and one by one, they fell. Often their defenders were lined
up, and summarily shot.
The Mur des Fédérés, Père-Lachaise Cemetaiy where the last
resisting communards were shot on 28 May 1871. The plaque
says: 'Aux Mods De La Commune.' (Image 2000)
The night of 27-28 May, their last stand took place among the
tombs of Père-Lachaise Cemetary. Archibald Forbes, an English
journalist, recorded the aftermath at the Mur des Fédérés (Wall of
the Federalists) in the south eastern corner of the cemetary.
When I returned the Communists were at their last gasp in
the Château d'Eau, the Buttes de Chaumont, and PèreLachaise. On the afternoon of the 28th, after just one week
of fighting, Marshal MacMahon announced, 'I am absolute
master of Paris'. On the following morning I visited PèreLachaise, where the very last shots had been fired. Bivouac
fires had been fed with the souvenirs of pious sorrow, and
the trappings of woe had been torn down to be used as

bedclothes. But there had been no great amount of fighting
in the cemetery itself. An infallible token of close and
heavy firing are the dents of many bullets, and of those
there were comparatively few in Père-Lachaise. Shells,
however, had fallen freely, and the results were
occasionally very ghastly. But the ghastliest sight in PèreLachaise was in the south-eastern corner, where, close to
the boundary wall, there had been a natural hollow. The
hollow was now filled up by dead. One could measure the
dead by the rod. There they lay, tier above tier, each
successive tier powdered over with a coating of chloride of
lime - two hundred of them patent to the eye, besides those
underneath hidden by the earth covering layer after layer.
Among the dead were many women. There, thrown up in
the sunlight, was a well-rounded arm with a ring on one of
the fingers; there, again, was a bust shapely in death. And
yonder faces which to look upon made one sudder - faces
distorted out of humanity with ferocity and agony
combined. The ghastly effect of the dusty white powder on
the dulled eyes, the gnashed teeth, and the jagged beards
cannot be described. How died these men and women?
Were they carted hither and laid out in this dead-hole of
Père-Lachaise? Not so: the hole had been replenished from
close by. Just yonder was where they were posted up
against that section of pock-pitted wall - there was no
difficulty in ready the open book - and were shot to death
as they stood or crouched.
The Suppression of the Paris Commune; 23 - 24 May 1871
The Daily News, 26 May 1871
The week of 21 -28 May became known as La semaine sang/ante
(The blood-soaked week). Versailles admitted to 17,000 fatalities
among the defenders of Paris. Other estimates are as high as
30,000. Losses to the Versailles side are put at about 1000, with
6,500 wounded. All of this within a week, while during the French
Revolution, and Terror, 19,000 died in nearly a year an a half.
Roughly 50,000 were arrested after the suppression of the
Commune. Some of these escaped, many were imprisoned, the
worst offenders - some 4,500 - being sent to New Caledonia in the
South Pacific.

What is most important about the Paris Commune of 1871? Peter
Kropotkin wrote in 1895:

Why is the idea represented by the Commune of Paris so
attractive to the workers of every land, of every nationality?
The answer is easy. The revolution of 1871 was above all a
popular one. It was made by the people themselves, it
sprang spontaneously from the midst of the mass, and it
was among the great masses of the people that it found its
defenders, its heroes, its martyrs. It is just because it was so
thoroughly "low" that the middle class can never forgive it.
And at the same time its moving spirit was the idea of a
social revolution; vague certainly, perhaps unconscious, but
still the effort to obtain at last, after the struggle of many
centuries, true freedom, true equality for all men. It was the
revolution of the lowest of the people marching forward to
conquer their rights.
Peter Kropotkin, "The Commune of Paris: II How the
Commune Failed to realize its true aim and yet set that aim
before the world", Freedom Pamphlets, no. 2 London, W.
Reeves, 1895.

Norman Barth is the Editor of the Paris Kiosque, and
webmaster/creator of Les Pages de Paris. He can be contacted at
nbarth@paris.org

http://www.paris.orgaiosque/may01/commune.html

Commune of Paris
insurrectionary governments in Paris formed during (1792) the French Revolution and at
the end (1871) of the Franco-Prussian War. In the French Revolution, the Revolutionary
commune, representing urban workers, tradespeople, and radical bourgeois, engineered
the storming of the Tuileries and the arrest of the king. During the reign of terror, several
leaders of the commune, such as Hébert, were executed (1794), and when the moderates
gained control of the Convention (1794-95), they broke the commune's power. At the
end (1871) of the Franco-Prussian War and the fall of Napoleon HI's empire, Parisians
opposed the national government, headed by Adolphe Thiers, and the National Assembly
at Versailles, as too conservative, too royalist, and too ready to accept a humiliating
peace with Prussia. Thiers, after failing to disarm the Parisian national guard, fled (Mar.,
1871) to Versailles, and the Parisians elected a municipal council, the commune of 1871.
The Communards, whose aims included economic reforms, expressed many shades of
political opinion—followers of Louis Blanqui, of Pierre Proudhon, and of the Marxist
First International as well as radical republicans of the 1793 Jacobin tradition, such as
Louis Delescluze. While the victorious Prussians affected neutrality outside the city, the
Versailles troops began a siege of Paris (Apr. 11) to regain national control. The fighting,
which intensified over five weeks, culminated in Bloody Week (21-28 May), during
which the Versailles troops entered the city despite the desperate but ineffective defense
of the conzmunards, who threw up barricades, shot hostages (including the archbishop of
Paris), and burned the Tuileries palace, the city hall, and the palace of justice. On May
28 the commune was finally defeated. Severe reprisals followed, resulting in more than
18,000 Parisians dead and almost 7,000 deported. Communes were also formed and
suppressed in other cities in 1871, notably in Saint-Etienne, Le Creusot, and Marseilles,
and memories of the bloody Paris repression embittered political relations between
radicals and conservatives for many years afterward.
See studies by F. Jellinek (1937, repr. 1965), A. Horne (1965 and 1971), S. Edwards
(1971), R. Tombs (1981), and R. Christiansen (1995).
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DE HOPE, Vol. VIII, No. 2
Wednesday, August 27, 1873
OUR EBENEZER THANKSGIVING MEMORIAL
Beloved Dutch congregations, and everyone who came with us from the Netherlands, and who
are interested in the tide of Dutch emigration.
You may remember that we, when we celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of our blessed
transplantation, wished to establish an Ebenezer or thanksgiving memorial to the Lord: a
memorial of practical use—for church, school and society — to establish interest-producing solid
capital. [This money] would pay the salaries of the professors in the "Grammar School
Department" of Hope College, being the foundation of our education. [We were] also convinced
that our mutual sacrifice for effective education is a noble shared enterprise and a jewel for
Dutch immigration, through which we must labor to promote Christian influence in society and
school, to keep the Sabbath, to worship God publicly on earth, and to expand God's Kingdom.
In various congregations we also find therefore the registration of these sacrifices in the church
books, as a memorial, and the urgent reason and the goal of our memorial as well.
During the spring meetings of the Holland, Wisconsin and Grand River Classes, the overseers of
the congregations felt compelled to devote their care and labor of love to this precious
thanksgiving monument — so important for education - because of God's almighty, merciful and
faithful assistance. To insure the continuation, order, unity and security of this work, this
ongoing work has been commended to our Sch,2o1 or Education Board of the aforementioned
Classes. Therefore we inform you jiiTfriliy-of this caring an.a16V-ift-g—iii.easure, convinced how
welcome it is for hearts, which may cheerfully bring a sacrificial offer to the Lord.
The School Board has appointed the following executive committee for the work:
For the Classis of Holland:
Rev. R. Pieters, Pres. of the School Board, ex officio member.
Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, Holland, Mich.
Rev. P. de Pree, Vriesland, Ottawa Co., Mich.
For the Grand River Classis:
Rev. C. Van Der Meulen, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Rev. N. H. Dosker, Grand Rapids, Mich.
For the Classis of Wisconsin:
Rev. H. Stobbelaar, Cedar Grove, Wis.
Rev. N. M. Steffens, Freeport, Ill.
Rev. A. Buursma, South Holland, Ill.
Professor G. J. Kollen as "General Collecting Agent," ex officio member, Holland, Mich.

Elder T. Keppel of Holland, Mich. is appointed to be treasurer of the interest from the capital,
which has been published [or: appeared] September 1.* A prompt verification of it is necessary
to spare us many difficulties.
If the notes or promissories [literally, "promises"] were to be paid out, we request in that case
that the consistories invest these monies exclusively on non-mortgaged land, and that the
mortgage is transacted by the consistory, in their capacity as trustees. Brother Kollen can supply
all desired clarification regarding this.
The aforementioned executive committee is held responsible for legal investment on real estate,
if such funds were to be sent to them.
Our brother Kollen, in cooperation with the secretary of the executive committee, Rev. P. de
Pree of Vriesland, Ottawa Co., Mich., are charged with organizing a general memorial book, in
which the participation of every congregation receives its own place, in order to promote the
intended unity in the Ebenezer Fund, and in that way to be able to give information and
accountability to the various Classes. To that end we ask all essential aid from consistories and
interested persons, and wish to point out that even the smallest gift by children may not be
neglected. Perhaps it could also be a suitable opportunity for one or the other congregation to
include in it a few bits of information about her progress.
The appointment of Prof Kollen does not interfere with his calling as teacher, which is
indispensable. He can only labor for this work during vacations, the last day of the week, and
other incidental occasions. This indicates clearly that, besides brother Kollen, other forces in the
congregations will need to be enlisted for assistance.
Your loving servants, for Jesus' sake,
C. Van Der Meulen,
A. C. Van Raalte
*This is what it says literally, but since DE HOPE was printed on August 27, this should be "will
appear or be published."
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